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Register online at https://nmgs.org/  

 
Friday, 27 August 2021 

 
9:30 a.m. Opening Remarks 
 
9:45 a.m.  Friday Keynote: Estevan Rael-Gálvez, PhD 

“Nombrando Manitos Memorias: Naming and Storytelling, Places and People” 

Using his storytelling skills, Dr. Rael-Gálvez shares his vision of the Manitos Community 
Memory Project, a community-based oral history archive for northern New Mexico and 
southern Colorado. He’ll also share some interesting stories about several families and 
places.  

 
10:30 a.m. Colleen Robledo Greene, MLIS 

“Taking a Closer Look at Immigration Records for Your Mexican Ancestors” 
Did your Mexican ancestors immigrate to the United States in the 20th century? This 
period of history witnessed significant waves of Mexican immigration to the U.S., both 
permanent and temporary. Researchers can find a wealth of information in the 
immigration records introduced or refined during this era. 

 
11:30 a.m. Lunch  
 
12:45 p.m. José Antonio Esquibel 

“The López de Gracia-Jurado de Gracia-Valencia-González de Apodaca-Sedillo-Ramírez de Salazar 
Clan, 1646-1700: Allies of the Franciscans” 

Are you related to these families, especially the López de Gracia clan? This presentation 
will examine fragments of information from archival records that form the basis of a 
reconstructed genealogy of the immediate members of the López de Gracia family, 
including Pueblo Indian relatives.  

 
2:30 p.m. Rob Martinez 

“Wrestling with Your Ancestors” 
Do you have adobe walls? State Historian Rob Martinez will discuss those difficult and 
stubborn family tree branches that can often stump genealogists and family historians. 
Using examples from his own family tree he will show how he broke through his adobe 
walls to learn enriching and fascinating historical facts about his family and New Mexico 
history. 
 

3:30 p.m. Closing Remarks, Day 1 
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Saturday, 28 August 2021 
 

9:30 a.m. Opening Remarks 
 

9:45 a.m. Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL 
“Laws of the Indies: Spanish Colonial Laws and the Records They Produced” 

Do you have ancestral ties to Spanish America? From town planning to native relations, 
“Las Leyes de Las Indias” (Laws of the Indies) governed Spanish colonies of North 
America and beyond and created unique records for research. 
 

11:00 a.m. Miguel A. Tórrez 
“Reconnecting Our Genetic Landscapes” 

What is DNA telling us and is it matching our genealogies? Through the NMGS DNA 
Project, we’re gaining a better understanding of our genetic ancestry. Results are 
connecting the Indian to the Español and making headway for the history of the state 
and our mixed New Mexican ancestry. 
 

12:00 p.m. Lunch 
 
1:15 p.m. Henrietta M. Christmas 

“Migration In and Out of New Mexico” 

Learning migration patterns is key to your genealogy research. The far northern 
borderland known as the Province of New Mexico saw migration and settlement from 
Europeans as early as the 1500s. Learn the routes, places names, and patterns from 
1598–1880. 
 

2:30 p.m. Debbie Gurtler, AG 
“Records and Resources for Spain” 

Are you trying to trace ancestors in Spain? This presentation will teach you how to find 
records, both online and in the archives of Spain. You’ll come away with an 
understanding of the various record types and what clues they might hold. Sound 
research methodology will be discussed, as will aids to help you read the Spanish 
handwritten records once you’ve found them.  
 

3:30 p.m. Conference Closing Remarks 
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Additional Video-On-Demand Recordings1 
 

Robert J. C. Baca 
“The Garcia Jurado Family and the Socorro Land Grant” 

Did your ancestors settle in the Rio Abajo area? This presentation discusses the 
descendants of Ramon Garcia Jurado, a military captain and mayor of Bernalillo in the 
early 1700s, and how this family played an integral part in the founding of the Rio Abajo 
community.  

 
Debbie Gurtler, AG 
“Why FamilySearch?” 

This presentation will explain many of the features of FamilySearch and how you can 
use them to grow your family tree, find records of your ancestors, and build your family 
tree. Search tips and demos of new features will be included. 

 
Tomas Jaehn, PhD 
“A Tour of the Center for Southwest Research and Special Collections” 

The University of New Mexico's Center for Southwest Research and Special Collections 
specializes in preserving historical manuscripts, books, photographs, architectural 
drawings, recordings, and other materials relating to New Mexico, the Southwestern 
U.S., and Latin America. Learn what’s available and how to use it. 

 
Jordan Jones 
“Using Notion Databases to Plan Your Research” 

This presentation will demonstrate the use of Notion, an online database, a project 
management tool, and a spreadsheet, all in one. You can use Notion for research 
planning, document analysis, and tracking of friends and associates. 

 
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL 
“The Ethical Genealogist” 

Genealogists deal with sensitive issues all the time: how to handle family secrets, what 
to say about living people, crediting the work of others. Learn more about the ethical 
challenges of trying to solve family history mysteries in the 21st century. 

 
“Dower and Dowry: Women, Property, & Legal Records” 

Bringing property into marriage or trying to take it out, our female ancestors were 
governed by laws that generated valuable records. Learn about the common law dower 
(old Eastern states) and the civil law dowry (under Spanish and French law), how they 
differed, and how to find the stories the records tell. 

 
“Advertising the Law: The Gems in the Legal Notices” 

So many statutes required notice that someone wanted something done, and the legal 
notices in newspapers can be priceless sources of genealogical clues. 

 
1  Recordings of the lectures presented on Friday and Saturday, as well as these additional lectures will be available 

in the NMGS 2021 Virtual Conference portal from 30 August to 30 September 2021. 



The 61st Anniversary New Mexico Genealogical Society Conference 4 

 
Biographies 

 
Robert J. C. Baca is the past president of the New Mexico Genealogical Society and lives in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, though he grew up in Socorro. A graduate of the University of New Mexico, he teaches 
high school social studies for the Juvenile Justice System / CYFD. Robert maintains the Baca / Douglas 
Genealogy and Family History Blog. 
 
Henrietta M. Christmas is the current President of the Historical Society of New Mexico, and the past 
president of the New Mexico Genealogical Society. Henrietta is a well-known genealogist who works 
mainly with Southwest records in the colonial era—her focus is Women and Military. She was 
awarded a Historic Preservation Recognition Medal by the Daughters of the American Revolution in 
2013 for her work in preserving records and documents. 
 
José Antonio Esquibel is a genealogical researcher, historian, and author of articles related to 
Spanish colonial genealogy and history, with particular regard to seventeenth-century New Mexico. 
He has contributed to four anthologies on New Mexico history, served as a research consultant for 
the Vargas Project and El Camino Real Project, and is co-author with France V. Scholes, Eleanor B. 
Adams, and Marc Simmons of the book Juan Domínguez de Mendoza: Soldier and Frontiersman of 
the Spanish Southwest, 1629–1693 (UNM Press, 2012). In 2009, Juan Carlos II, King of Spain, 
admitted José Antonio to the knightly Orden de Isabel la Católica for his dedication to uncovering 
and preserving the history of Spain and Spanish heritage in New Mexico. He maintains the Beyond 
Origins of NM Families web site. 
 
Colleen Robledo Greene, MLIS, is an academic librarian and college educator. She is a nationally 
recognized speaker, specializing in Mexican and Hispanic research, methodology, libraries and 
archives, and technology. Colleen also teaches a graduate-level genealogy university course. She has 
been researching her family history since 1997. 
 
Debbie Gurtler, AG® graduated with honors from Brigham Young University with a bachelor’s degree 
in Family History. She worked as an intern at the New England Historic Genealogical Society. She has 
made research trips to archives in Virginia, North Carolina, and Spain. She is employed by 
FamilySearch where she manages the Latin America / Southern European and German / Slavic teams 
at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. Debbie is fluent in Spanish and can read genealogical 
documents in Portuguese, Italian, and French. She is the President of the Utah Chapter of the 
Association of Professional Genealogists and holds four AG® credentials for Spain, the United States 
Mid-South region, Portugal, and Mexico. 
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Jordan Jones is a software development leader. He is on the board of directors of the New Mexico 
Genealogical Society and was president of the National Genealogical Society (2012–2016). He has led 
technology efforts at six genealogical societies and wrote the technology column for NGS Magazine for 
eleven years (2009–2019). He is the 2012 recipient of the Walter Lee Sheppard Jr. Prize awarded at the 
Institute for Genealogical and Historical Research. He has spoken nationally in the fields of genealogy, 
technology, literature, and publishing. Jordan has published two books of poetry—Sand & Coal and The 
Wheel—which include explorations of his family history.  
 
Rob Martinez, the New Mexico State Historian, was born and raised in Albuquerque. After graduation 
from UNM with a BBA in International Business Management, Rob went on to pursue his interest in New 
Mexican culture and history at UNM, earning an MA in Latin American history, with an emphasis on 
church, cultural, and social practices of the Spanish Colonial period in New Mexico. He worked for 
fourteen years as a research historian for the Sephardic Legacy Project, scouring civil and church 
archives in New Mexico, Mexico, Spain, France, Italy, Cuba, and Puerto Rico. He analyzed documents for 
a research and publishing project about the Crypto-Jewish phenomenon in New Mexico and the 
Caribbean. Rob is a musician who has performed throughout New Mexico, at the Smithsonian Folklife 
Festival in Washington, DC, the NEA’s National Heritage Fellowship Awards, and at the Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts. 
 
Estevan Rael-Gálvez, PhD, is an anthropologist, historian, and cultural consultant who has served as the 
former Senior Vice President of Historic Sites at the National Trust for Historic Preservation, executive 
director of the National Hispanic Cultural Center, and as the state historian of New Mexico. He is 
currently the CEO of Creative Strategies 360°, a consulting firm that supports transformative work within 
communities, governments, universities, cultural organizations. He is the project director for the 
Manitos Community Memory Project. He is also completing his book, Bound: The Shadows of Indigenous 
American Slavery and Its Legacy. A native son of New Mexico, Estevan was raised on a farm and ranch in 
Costilla, NM / Jaroso, CO, stewarded by his family for multiple generations. 
 
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG®, CGL®, is a genealogist with a law degree who writes and lectures on topics 
ranging from using court records in family history to understanding DNA testing. On the faculty of 
numerous genealogy institutes, she is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Board for Certification 
of Genealogists, from which she holds credentials as a Certified Genealogist and Certified Genealogical 
Lecturer. Her award-winning blog is at https://www.legalgenealogist.com.  
 
Miguel A. Tórrez is the administrator of the NMGS DNA Project. He is also a community historian with 
the Manitos project, and the author of many genetic genealogical publications. He contributed the 
chapter “Genízaro Identity and DNA: The Helix of Our Native American Genetic Ancestry” to the award-
winning book Nación Genízara: Ethnogenesis, Place, and Identity in New Mexico. Miguel is employed at 
the Los Alamos National Laboratory. 


